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EDITOR'S NOTES 


This issue of LIVING ORTHODOXY is somewhat atypical...the inclusion 
of the revised edition of 'AGAPE COMMUNITY’ and of an unusually 
large number of letters cuts both into the normal material of the 
magazine and of ‘Agape Community Notes'. Some regular features are 
missing or shortened, The next issue will be back to normal,..about 
24 pages of regular copy and 4 pages of Community notes. 


Many thanks to those whose assistance is keeping the Press afloat in 
these days of its infancy...especially Paul Blankenship who has pro- 
vided so much patient technical assistance and permitted the use of 
some of his equipment (without which production would be impossible) ; 
Bishop James Miller of Lexington for his encouragement and extensive 
subsidy both in subscriptions/purchases and in outright gifts; Sr. 
Jane Frances, OSF, for the cover art; and many others for their en- 
couragement and suggestions, Special thanks also to those who have 
written, some portions of whose letters appear below. One of the 
most valuable functions for a publication of this sort is to serve 
as a medium of exchange anongst separated seekers in the Faith.,.may 
the letters continue to flow! 


Several have commented concerning the black stripe down the center of 
each sheet of #1,,,some supposed it a special feature for Great Lent, 
others a malfunction of machinery. No..,it's the result of an as yet 
unsolved problem: how to cut a paper plate for an offset in half and 
then reassemble it (our only typewriter is short-carriage), This is- 
sue may or may not carry the same feature...only the application of 

the masters to the press with some new ideas for reassembly applied 

will tell, That failing, the only possible ways to eliminate it are 
(a) get a long-carriage electric typewriter (preferably interchange- 
able ball), or (b) get rich enough to use all metal plates (an 8-fold 
increase in plate cost). Any ideas or suggestions more than welcome! 


LETTERS FROM OUR READERS 


We like your new format! Having short lives of the sainté we both 

venerate is edifying for us Roman Catholics. Autobiographies of spi- 

ritual growth are good too. I hope future ones will shine with the 

honesty and humility yours does this issue. Explaining the origin of 

the Bible was useful too...why didn't I know about the origin of the 
(LETTERS are continued on page 7.) 
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FEAST OF FEASTS 


Sunday, April 22nd, we once again celebrate the Feast of Pascha 
by the name of the Old-Testament feast instituted in commemoration of 
the Jews’ deliverance out of Egyptian bondage, because that feast was 
the prototype of the Christian feast. The blood of the lamb with which 
the Hebrew dwellings were smeared preserved the Jews fron the angel 
who was smiting the Egyptian first-born with death. Christ is dying 
on the Cross for our sins, delivers us by His Resurrection from the 
bondage of sin and the Devil. The Church names this day ‘the Feast 
of Feasts’ and ‘the Triumph of Triumphs’. ‘Christ is risen from the 
dead, conquering death by death, and hath given life to them that lie 
in the graves. ' 

‘Thy Resurrection, 0 Savior, Angels sing in the heavens; vouchsafe 
that we also on earth, may glorify Thee with pure hearts. This is 
sung during the procession to remind us how the myrrh-bearing wonen 


went to the Sepulchre in the dim morning intending to anoint the Body 
of Christ with myer: the beginning of Matins is heard ‘Glory to 
holy, consubst and undivided Trinity.' Then is 
beard the troparion i that hath breath 
praise the Lord.* oly Day, “Let us embrace one another; iet us 


say ‘brother' eve ‘orgive all things for 
the sake of the Resurrectic: ik tians exchange brotherly 
kisses with the mutual greeting ‘ci Risen!'---'Verily Ke is 
Risen.” 

A special feature of the Feast of the Pascha is the consecration of 
bread named by the Creek name Artos. ‘The Artos is consecrated in me- 
mory of Christ risen iho is ‘the Bread of life eternal descended from 
Heaven and nourishing us with the food of His divine Mercies'. In me~ 
mory of Christ upon earth after His Resurrection, and His invisible 
Presence among us, it is carried in procession (throughout Bright Week 
‘in our tradition), then broken and distributed among the faithful who 
partake of it on the spot, only taking home pieces for those who were 
not present in Church. This refers to the Apostles’ custom of laying 
bread aside at their meals in memory of Christ, when He had ascended 
to Heaven. On the first day, Easter Day, Holy Church blesses eggs, 
cheese and meat, this proclaiming the end of Lent known as the Great 
Tessaracost, the season of forty days preparatory to Holy Pascha, In 
ny father's country and even here in America homemade Artos, large 
round loaves of rich cake-like bread, called Kulitch, is sprinkled with 
holy water and blessed by the Priest to be used during this great 


(continued on page 14) 
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CALENDAR 


Su 22 Apri PASCHA 
N/S 22-8 Apr: Bright Week* 
Yo 23 Apri St. George 


su jOMAS SUNDAY 

No t. James 

Tu 1 May: Radonitsas Comneno- 
vation of the Dead; 
Prophet Jereniah 

We 2 May: St, Athanasius 

Su 6 May: SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH- 
BEARING WOMEN; 
Righteous Job 

Tu 8 May: Apostle and Evange- 
List. John* 

Fr 11 Nay: SS. Cyril & Metho- 
dius 

Su 18 May: SUNDAY OF THE 
PARALYTIC 

Tu 4s i 

Wie 16 May: 

Su 20 May: SUNDAY OF 
SAMARITAN WOMAN 

Mo 21 May: SS. Constantine and 
Helen 

Fr 25 May: Third Finding of the 
Head of St. John the 
Baptist 

Su 27 May: SUNDAY OF THE 
BLIND MAN 

‘Th 31 May: THE ASCENSION OF 
OUR LORD 

Fr 1 dunt Martyr Justin 

Su 3 Juni 7th SUNDAY OF PASCHA 
Sunday of the Holy 
Fathers of the First 
Ecumenical Council 

Sa 9 dun: St. Cyril oF 
Alexandria 

Su 10 Jun: PENTECOST~-- 


TRINITY SUNDAY 


FEASTS AND FASTS 


‘The week of Fascha (22-29 April) is 
fast-free. From Pascha to Pentecost, 
Wednesdays & Fridays are fast days: 
meat, fish, eggs & dairy products are 
not taken, but wine and ofl are all- 
owed. Fish is permitted on the day 
of Mid-Pentecost. The week of Pente- 
cost (11-16 June) is a fast-free week. 
During the Apostles’ Fast (18-28 Jun) 
meat and fish are taken only on Sat- 
urday and Sunday, eggs and dairy pro- 
ducts on these days and also Tuesday 
and Thursday. 


CALENDAR NOTES 


Sundays and week 
prations of equivalent rank 
rked (#) are greater festi~ 
vals celebrated at Agape with the 
Liturgy or other special services 
Sone selected commemorations fron 
the daily calendar of the Saints are 
also included, 


Re RRA HH 
Mo 11 Jun: HOLY SPIRIT DAY 
SS Barnabas and 
Bartholonew 
Th 14 dun: Prophet Elisha 
Fr 15 Jun: Prophet Amos 
Su 17 Jun: FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTE- 
COST: SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS 
Mo 18 Jun: Apostles’ Fast begins 
Tu 19 Jun: Apostle Jude 
Su 24 Jun: PENTECOST IZ 
Nativity of St. John Bapt. 
Th 28 Jun: SS, Sergius & Herman 
of Valaan 
Fr 29 Jun: APOSTLES PETER & PAUL 


NOTES ALONG THE WAY: To a Friend 


the following ie an edited and adapted version of a mich longer let- 
ter uritten last winter to a recent convert to Orthodoay struggling 
with the tuggings of her former pereuasion...and much more. 


It seems apparent to me that what you are confronting is not a mere 
‘which Church! question-~-sePious as that of itself is---but rather a 
sweeping instance of what is sometimes (rather inadequately) called a 
‘crisis of Faith’. In this instance I don't know of any adequate way 
in which to clearly distinguish between the universal teaching of the 
Church and my own experience £ opinion-~~perhaps it doesn't matter. 
anyway, don't send me before the Inquisition on any of it! It seems 
improbable to me that anyone'e salvation lies, in any strict technical 
sense, in any ‘institutional church’. The Church as an institution is 
very much a human body. This is not to say, however, that there can 
be (in this life) any such thing as @ ‘non-institutional Church'---I 
would once have argued vociferously with that statement. The Church 
is a Body---3iving, organic; bedies necessarily have forms---real, ho- 
nest, concrete, material forms, it is that 'form', that ‘embodiment 
which we call the ‘institution’. Human bodies (fallen) are by defini, 
tion weak, mortal, sick, in a state of alientation and isolation. This 
fundamental state can, to a certain extent, be overcome by conscious 
union with God---but never completely eliminated. As a general rule, 
the lives of the Saints are illustrative. The same is true of the 
Church as an institution: there is no way She can not reflect the fal 
len state of the individuals who compose Her. As a general rule, one 
would expect the ‘institutional’ character of a Body which presumed 
to be the Church to reflect the reality of its union with God: the 
closer the Body to the True Church, the healthier the institution, and 
vice versa 


WHY CHRIST? WHY NOP SOME OTHER WAY? 


But that's drifting into a subsidiary question. The far more ba~ 
sic question which comes through in your letter---and it's one any ho~ 
nest Christian has to meet sooner or later---is why Christ? Why not 
some other way? Aren't there many equally possible and desirable 
routes to the top of the mountain? There is a short-cut answer, but 
it is neither entirely honest nor desirable---'This is my way, and I'm 
simply not going to worry about any other or the fates of those who try 
to climb the mountain by some different route. The analogy isn't a 
bad one---there are many ways to get to the top of a mountain, and it 


(cont'd. next p-) 


seems at least probable that there are also many ways to 'get to God’. 
BUT not all routes are equally feasible---ask any mountain-clinber 
The probability of success or failure can vary drastically, as also 
the probability of perdition. On some routes the odds are insuper- 
able; nevertheless, a persistent, dedicated, determined climber who 
doesn't even know of the other possibilities might, with a little di 
vine assistance, ake it. I wouldn't want to comment on the probab 
lity of his making it if his persistence arises simply out of a deter- 
mination to 'do it my way. 


"1 AM THE WAY 

Even that way of approach completely bypasses the insistence of 
both Scripture and Tradition---I am the Way, the Truth and the Light; 
Go and teach a27 nations...; No one comes to the Father except by Me 
: A gentleman I once knew remarked that when it comes to Jesus, 
there can be no middle ground---anyone who can make statements such 
as these had to be either (a) exactly who He said He was, and there- 
fore telling it exactly like it is, or (b) the biggest windbag, liar 
and megalomaniac the world has ever seen, and therefore unworthy of 
credence in anything He said. It is unreasonable to beg the ques 
tion by contending that followers whose enthusiasm exceeded their com- 
mon sense and valuing of truth must have made up such statements and 
added then to the ‘genuine’ teaching of the Master. Were this so, 
then necessarily (a) the Church is not the Church and has nothing to 
do with Jesus the Christ, (b) Jesus falls back into the ranks as ‘an: 
other great Teacher’ or ‘another manifestation of the Divine’, and 
(c) we have no reliable index to what He said anyway---we simply 
choose what we like and discard what makes us uncomfortable. 

Honesty demands that we either take fully into the account the 
‘exclusive’ character of the Faith, or discard the whole question and 
give ourselves up into a generalized spiritualism which says, in ef- 
fect, that each of us should do his own thing and be as nice as pos- 
sible. for me, the crisis came in the form of having to give up the 
comfortable, inoffensive 'I'm not going to worry about it, this is 
ny way! solution, and face fully the implications of this exclusive 
demand, It took years---from some time shortly after I finished se- 
ninary, through the years at CSF, on into the early years of Agape. 
Most people, it seems, confront it at the more general (and perhaps 
more honest) level of why Christianity at all? I see it as improba~ 
ble that you're about to run off and be a Buddhist or whatever, but 
I see it as entirely possible that you could either (a) fall back on 
‘that's the way I was brought up € therefore that's the way God meant 


(continued on p. 9) 
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(LETTERS, continued) 
Protestant ‘Apocrypha’ before, I wondered, And thanks for not drop- 
ping the farm-community news. The only thing I didn't like was the 
cover, It looked erie and futuristic (something like you'd find on 
a science fiction novel).... Overall my most important comment I 
feel is this: You have started well with short easy to read articles 
‘that are edifying. Keep them short!.... 
Richard Fahey 
Oxford, NY 
To one unfamiliar with Orthodox iconography, the cover might indeed 
have seemed strange...and to be sure there is something "futuristic! 
about the Faith, even as it is timeless in the past. The ikone are 
many in which the eave/rock-oleft mottf appeare, as also the penetra- 
tion by the Energy of God descending from above, 


‘The additional copies of LO arrived in good time and have been put to 
good use.... I want to compliment you again on it. I found the arti- 
cle "From Rags to Riches’ especially good---I have had and am having 
much the same experience. I told someone recently that Orthodoxy 
cannot really be explained---it is like describing ice-cream to a na- 
tive of the tropics who has never even seen ice.... The portion on 
the sacraments was so good that I am more than ever eager for the whole 
book.... I thought your later part was the best brief description of 
Orthodox sacramental thought I have ever seen. The paragraph about 
St. Anthony's not bathing I could have done without---I see no sanc- 
tity in dirt. And there is what I feel an excessive asceiticism that 
comes close to desecration of the Temple of God. When ascetic prac: 
tices injure the body, it seems to me that the effect is the sane as 
if one went into a church building and started smashing about with a 
sledgehanmer. For the body is the Temple of the Holy Spirit and 
should be protected and respected as such. I feel that the contempo- 
rary idolization of the body and the hyperascetic abuse of it are a- 
bout equal perversions. 


Bishop James Miller 

Lexington, KY 
Thanks a0 much for the compliments and moral and financial support. 
Concerning St. Antony and asceticiem in general...see another letter 
in thie teeue and expect an article on the matter. 


I am deeply grateful for the sample of LO your community sent me; 
place ny name on your 2 yr. subscription list. Now that Great Lent is 
(cont'd. next page) 


almost over this will appear to be an odd question and yet not so odd: 
Is there a booklet on cocking meatless and dairyless during the Lent- 
en season? If not, I feel this would make a good project for the 
Community... 

Raleigh Rollason 

Miami, FL 
Meatless and dairyless recipes are not so much of a problem,..many ex- 
cellent ones may be found in ‘Diet for a Small Planet’, "Recipes for 
@ Small Planet! and similar vegetarian cookbooke on the general mar- 
ket, (If the nearest bookstore doeen't have them, try a health=food 
atore,) OIl-lees is more the problen...even many of the specifically 
Lenten cookbooks widely available ignore thie...for, sadly, the fast 
from oil is ignored even by many good Orthodox Christians, We might 
Perhape include a section of some of the tricks for otlless cooking 
we've discovered before Great Lent next year. 


Three cheers for the birth of LO. New format locks good. Will write 
when I can, In the meantime this postal card carries an Alleluia for 
the Press. 


Fr. Patrick Snow, SSB 
Front Royal, VA 


Thank you for sending a copy of LI +. The title of the 
new publication is BEAUTIFUL, as is the periodical itself. Nuch suc: 
cessi Suggestions: A Question Box type of column, where readers 
could submit questions. (The WAY DO YOU...? series, omitted thie i 
gue, invites readers‘ questions.] In our parish bulletin, I am in- 
cluding a section 'Some Feasts of the Mother of God'.... It is said 
that every day is a feast of the Theotokos, and somebody, somewhere 
in the Orthodox world, commemorates her (each day).... I am happy to 
receive LIVING ORTHODOXY and hope it will be very popul 
Bishop Roman Bernard 
Cleveland, OH 


Re: WHY DO YOU...use a different Bible?---we refer you to ONE CHURCH 
Vol 32 No, 1 (1978): "The New Oxford Annotated Bible with the Apo- 
crypha...is the only English Bible containing the Deutero-canonical 
texts as well as the properly called ‘Apocrypha’, making it the most 
complete Bible available for Orthodox Christians. The text, Revised 
Standard Version, is the easiest one for the people, and probably the 


closest, one to the inspired text of Hebrew and Greek, according to 
some scholars, lhereas, the Jerusalem Sidle has beet criticized for 
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AGAPE COMMUNITY NOTES 


‘Notes’ will be somewhat truncated for this issue, to make room for 
the new edition of the Community brochure, which follows---and will 
be reprinted separately for distribution to inguirers. The balance 
of the ‘Notes’ will be found on page xii at the end of this section. 


THE CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION 


‘The stone marking the center of the Temple was laid upon the site of 
the new chapel on the Feast of the Annunciation, and from it on a 
cold, blustery, snowy day the Gospel of the Feast was proclaimed, 
Work is progressing rapidly in the rock-fill of the drainage trenches 
for the walls, and the floor is being filled with dirt excavated as 
fruit trees are planted. A week-long odyssey of telephone calls cul- 
minated in the donation by a drilling company of several hundred feet 
of usable cable for pulling the logs for the walls out of the woods. 
A broadaxe and handle have been procured and may be used to partially 
flatten the logs (some experimentation necessary here!), A generous 
donation by the Abbey of Gethsemani should cover all costs up to the 
point of roof-construction...a point we hope to reach by Pentecost. 
Donations and memorial gifts for roof, windows, and final construction 
costs would be gratefully received, 


FOR NEWCOMERS TO LIVING ORTHODOXY... 


AGAPE COMMUNITY is a rural mountain learning and residential community 
of the Holy Eastern Orthodox Church of the United States. Founded in 
1973, it is a continuing experiment and experience in an integrated 
common life arising from Faith in Our Lord Jesus the Christ., and 
centered in common prayer and worship, Our central mission to live 
the Gospel where we are manifests itself first in the work of a regu- 
lar and ordered life of liturgical prayer and worship, including in- 
tercessory prayer for those who request it; secondly, in sharing life 
with the steady flow of visitors. The work of the St. John of Kron- 
stadt Press is a manifestation of this life, as are specific external 
ministries, both locally and amongst our large ‘family’ all over the 
country. It is our hope and intent to be the Church at all times, and 
to live to serve the Church in whatever ways Our Lord may call us to 
serve. 


WHAT IS THE ORTHODOX CHURCH? 


From its birth at Pentecost, the Church, the Body of Christ, was one 
Body. As it lived and grew, the Holy Spirit acted within it to cla- 
rify and define the Faith, and to put away from it false teachings. 
Despite the appearance of several heterodox groups, condemned and ex- 
pelled from the Church by the Great Councils, the essential unity of 
the Church was maintained until the Great Schism of 1054 AD. This 
division between the eastern portion of the Church (since known as 
the Orthodox Church) and the western portion (since known as the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, from which all the protestant denominations de- 
rived in the following centuries) occurred largely as a result of the 
claims of the Bishop of Rome to have ruling power over the entire 
Church. These claims were rejected by the eastern portion of the 
Church, which continued in the ancient tradition of the autonomy of 
local bishops, subject to the teaching of the whole Church in coun- 
cil. The Orthodox ("same Faith') Church continued to live and grow 
in eastern Europe, Asia and the Middle East. It migrated to North 
America with peoples of various nationalities, as did all the various 
denominations and the Roman Catholic Church. 


On 2 February 1927, a truly indigenous American Orthodoxy came into 
being, It was on that date that an authorization given by Patriarch 
Tikhon of Moscow (formerly Archbishop of North America) to Archbishop 
Aftimios Ofiesh 'to found and head, under synodical constitution, an 
independent American Orthodox-Catholic Church" was finally implement- 
ed when an Act of the Synod of Bishops of the American Dioceses of 
the Russian Orthodox Church formally provided for ‘an autonomous, in- 
dependent, American Orthodox Church...to be known as the ‘Holy Eas- 
tern Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church in North America’... to 
serve..,0rthodox Catholic people born in America and primarily Eng- 
lish speaking, or any American residents...of whatever nationality 
+ssor derivation.' 


The Holy Eastern Orthodox Church of the United States (of which Aga- 
pe Community is a canonically established religious community) is an 
Apostolic heir to that synodical establishment. Together with other 
dioceses and jurisdictions with which it is in close affiliation and 
intercommunion, we labor alongside our elder and more visible breth- 
ren of the historic ethnic jurisdictions to sow the seed of true Or- 
thodox Christian Faith in the soil of this country. 


"NOW THE CHURCH IS HIS BODY; HE IS ITS HEAD' (Col 1:18) 


The ultimate authority for this Community is the Holy Spirit, work- 
ing and speaking in the Universal Church. In theological, ecclesi. 
astical and moral matters, this authority is manifested in Holy 
Scripture and Sacred Tradition as taught, interpreted and applied 
by the Holy Orthodox Church. The specific focus of this authority 
for the Community is the Archbishop of our Jurisdiction and the 
priest he appoints as its pastor. In all other matters of the Com- 
munity's life, authority rests with those who have accepted respon- 
sibility for it---those who have made solemn conmitments to life in 
the Community. In practice, most daily operational decisions are 
made by a concensus process amongst those involved. All persons re- 
sident within the Conmunity submit themselves to the authority of 
the Community as a whole---that we may be truly disciplined (taught) 
by the Wisdom of the Holy Church manifested in its local Body 


WHO € WHERE € WHAT IS AGAPE? 


In the broader sense, Agape extends everywhere a letter reaches, or 
one of us travels, or to which a visitor returns carrying within him- 
self the life shared here. Agape is not a large community, nor does 
it seek to be. The population has been as small as five, as large 
as thirty; some live here for long periods, others for a few days or 
weeks or months. Hundreds have visited or lived here since the es- 
tablishment of the Community in 1973. One committed family has been 
here since the beginning. The Community is located on 260 acres of 
rugged, mostly wooded mountain hollow land, an hour and a half drive 
southeast of Nashville. Here and there are flat spots large enough 
for a building, a garden, even a field, The beauty and bounty of 
God's Creation surround us on land which has been sacramentally de- 
dicated to the Lord's purposes. A few old structures and a few new 
ones provide reasonably comfortable living and working space for the 
Community and a substantial number of visitors. We have telephone 
service, but no electricity. Heat and cooking (with an occastonal 
assist from a propane stove) are from home-grown wood. Light is by 
kerosene and candles. Water is supplied by an excellent spring, by 
gravity-flow to most buildings. Outhouses fill out the ‘essentials’. 
We manage, somehow, to keep gasoline-driven vehicles and farm equip- 
ment operating, but feel a little guilty every time we start one 

The day will no doubt come when they are laid to rest, replaced by 
water, wind, human muscles and mules. 


--iiie- 


While the integrity of families is 
maintained, the character of life 
at Agape is that of an extended fa- 
mily, with a constant flow of indi- 
viduals and families. Our intention 
is to share our lives at all levels and in ali forms 
emotional, mental and spiritual, fully sharing responsibility for 
one another. We expect of ourselves and of one another (no matter 
how badly we may fail) honesty, openness, respect, acceptance and 
availability. 


THE WHOLE GROUP OF BFLIEVERS 
WAS UNITED, HEART AND SOUL; 
+ -EVERYTHING THEY OWNED WAS 
HELD IN COMMON. (Acts 4:32) 


PROPERTY: THE MORE COMMON All material goods at Agape ‘belong to 
IT IS, THE HOLIER IT Is, the Conmunity as a whole, with the 
---St. Gertrude exception of personal items belonging 


to those who live here as uncommitted 
temporary residents or visitors, or as independent associates. Those 
who live here are merely custodians or tusers' of land, buildings, 
implements, clothing and food. As everything in this society must 
be ‘owned’ by someone, there exists a ‘someone’ (Agape Conmunity, 
Inc.) to own the land and other goods. This corporation is admini- 
stered by those under solemn vows within the Community and the Arch- 
bishop of the See of Philadelphia. 


HAPPY THE PURE IN HEART: 
THEY SHALL SEE GoD. 

HAPPY THE PEACEMAKERS: 
THEY SHALL BE CALLED 
SONS OF GOD. 


euphemism: ‘murder’, 'war’, 
whateve 


In keeping with the love commanded by 
Our Lord, and with the canons of the 
jurisdiction of the Church of which 
we are a part, the Community renounces 
and condemns the killing of human be- 
ings, no matter what the pretext or 
"capitol punishment’, ‘abortion’, or 


any service or support to the agencies of death is prohi- 


bited. Insofar as possible, no taxes are paid for such purposes 
(but we know full well that it is impossible to keep one's hands en- 
tirely clean). No income taxes are paid (no problem...no income!), 
nop is the war tax on telephone service paid. The Community willing- 
ly assists in any way it can anyone who seeks guidance or support in 
disentangling himself from the machinery of death. we also renounce 
such self-destructive practices as the use of hallucinogenic drugs, 
intoxication, and extra-narital sexuality. 


WHAT 


A DAY LIKE? 


pe is centered 
by worship. Com- 
ine Office) 
and ends the 
day, and each portion 
within it. Specific arrange 
ments of times of Office, in- 
dividual prayer, study, work 
and play vary seasonally. For 
the most part, everyone resi- 
dent at the Community partici- 


Every day at 
in and frar 

mon prayer (the 
norma, 


BE AT PEACE AMONG YOURSELVES 
WARN THE IDLERS, GIVE COU- 
RACE TO THOSE WHO ARE APPRE- 
HENSIVE, CARE FOR THE WEAK & 
BE PATIENT WITH EVERYONE. 

MAKE SURE THAT PEOPLE DO NOT 
TRY TO TAKE REVENGE. YOU 
MUST ALL THINK OF WHAT IS 
BEST FOR EACH OTHER AND FOR 
THE COMMUNITY. BE HAPPY AT 
ALL TIMES: PRAY CONSTANTLY: 
AND FOR ALL THINGS GIVE THANKS 
TO GOD, BECAUSE THIS IS WHAT 
GOD EXPECTS YOU TO DO IN 


pates in all phases of its 
life and work. While there is 
much flexibility in the peri- 
odic rearrangenent of the day, we have found it beneficial to main- 
tain the daily order as consistenly as possible. 

At the heart of the Conmunity's life lies common prayer and 
worship. It is our intention to maintain the daily, weekly and year- 
ly cycles of worship of the Orthodox Tradition, as well as to grow 
in our own individual prayer lives. A modified form of the Divine 
Office (conmon prayers, regular recitation of the Psalms, readings 
fron Holy Scripture) is recited daily. The Divine Liturgy is ce- 
lebrated every Sunday and major Holy Day throughout the year. The 
Church's guidance teaches us how to keep penitential and festival 
seasons: fasts and feasts keep us in constant awareness of our own 
weak humanity, as well as of the joy of 1ife in the Kingdom. Beyond 
these specific forms of prayer, it is our hope that our whole life 
as individuals and Comunity may be one uninterrupted act of prayer: 
our work is our prayer, and our prayer is our work (St. Benedict). 


CHRIST JESUS. (I Thess 5:14ff) 


SET YOUR HEARTS ON HIS KINGDOM 
PIRST, AND ON HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
AND ALL THESE OTHER THINGS WILL 
BE GIVEN YOU AS WELL. 

(matt 6:33) 


healthy we are- 


both physically and spiritually. 
way from being ‘self-sufficient’, that is our direction. 


The Creation is the source of 
our material sustenance. It is 
our belief and experience that 
the more directly we involve 
ourselves in it and derive our 
maintenance from it, the more 
While we're a long 
The farm 


has the potential to produce all the Commmity's food, heat, energy 


(#ith some assistance from mechanical contraptions and an eventual 
brace of mules), and most building materials. Everyone here is in~ 
volved with working the soil and providing for the Conmunity's ma- 
terial needs from it. While much of this is thard work', it is re- 
warding for our health and spiritual growth. 


THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS A SCHOOL Agape is perhaps more than any- 
OF WISDOM. (Prov 15:33) thing else a school of Chris- 
tian living---a ‘training 


camp'. Learning how to live an integrated Christian life is our ba- 
sic task, whether we are to continue to live out that life here, or 
to go to other places to continue in learning and growth, The dis- 
tinction between ‘teacher’ and ‘student’ is hazy; the task of learn- 
ing is common, and all have knowledge to share and weaknesses to 
strengthen. Adults and children share alike in the learning process 
---learning how to learn together in Christ Jesus. The specific 
form of the learning activity is constantly in flux. The Conmunity 
is registered as a school under state law, that children resident 
here may be free to live and learn in a Christ-centered environment. 
As this process involves residents and visitors of all ages, the 
‘school’ could equally well be called a 'college' or 'seninary’. 


HOW IS THE COMMUNITY SUPPORTED? 


Money is always in short supply---by choice. Regular fulltime employ- 
ment is avoided, as we believe it presents an energy-drain detrinen- 
tal to the life of the Community. Scattered revenues derive from oc- 
casional timber and post sales, slight ‘profits’ from the marketing 
of surplus items from farm auctions, an occasional day or several of 
off-farm work helping out a neighbor or doing some specific contract 
job in town. The St. John of Kronstadt Press is yet a long way even 
from breaking even, but the day may perhaps come when it can ‘pay! 
its workers at least a token wage. Donations from friends and visi- 
tors provide sone assistance. Apart from land-note payments (handled 
and covered separately), the annual budget is probably about $2500. 


DONATIONS 


Contributions to the work of Agape are welcomed (and tax-deductible), 
and may be specified for operating funds, land & building purposes, 
chapel 6 pastoral work, or the Press, Unspecified donations are ge- 
nerally distributed wherever worst needed. 
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VISITORS 


The Community receives a substantial number of visitors---some for 
a day or two, many for much longer. Many come for specific learning 
needs, or for a time of retreat and reflection, or simply out of a 
desire to share for a time in an integrated Christ-centered life 

It is generally expected that visitors will share completely in the 
Life of the Community (and especially in its liturgical/worship life), 
though provisions are always made to meet special needs. Weekend 
visitors are welcomed at any time (but advance contact is desirable), 
and are left to their own counsel as to exactly what form their vi- 
sit will take and how they shall share in responsibility for the 
Community. Those who plan longer stays (or who decide after arrival 
that they wish to stay longer) are expected to determine prayerfully 
and in consultation with the Community: (a) what are their purposes 
and needs in the visit; (b) what expectations do they have of the 
Community; (c) what specific skills and knowledge do they have to 
offer; (d) what is to be the form and manner of their material con- 
tribution to the operating costs of the Conmnity. While it is our 
hope that no one will ever be prevented fron coming here by finan- 
cial considerations, it is our experience that it is equally unhealthy 
for visitors and Community to permit extended stays without some sig- 
nificant sharing in labor and material wealth. Past experience has 
indicated that short midweek visits (brief daytime visits excepted) 
are usually disruptive and frustrating: such visits are discouraged, 
but of course welcomed when unavoidable, 


RESIDENT INQUIRERS 


Orthodox Christians exploring the possibility of eventual long-term 
association with the Community, and others seeking instruction and 
experience leading to eventual Baptism and Chrismation into the Faith, 
may be permitted to live at the Community for periods of up to a 
year, or longer when indicated. The exact form of such residence 
will of course be determined by its purpose. More or less detailed 
agreements will be made concerning mutual responsibilities, expec- 
tations, etc. Some form of 'rent' consistent with the abilities and 
needs of residents and Community is expected. 


INDEPENDENT ASSOCIATES 


Orthodox Christian individuals and families, after residence as in- 
quirers for a period of a year or more, may be granted an indefinite 
lease on a house and garden site on Conmunity land, if they so de- 
sire. Such leases will of course be taken only after prayerful dis- 
cernment, are issued for the lifetime of the individual or married 
couple, and are revocable only for clearly specified causes, most of 
which ave simply definitions of the requirement that all permanent 
residents at the Community be committed and practicing Orthodox 
Christians. The enabling by-law for the leases contains what amounts 
to a health-and-welfare code, defining the degree to which any given 
leaseholder may impinge upon ‘other residents of the Community by his 
lifestyle and activities. 


‘ MEMBERSHIP" 


To 'belong’ to this covenant community is to commit one's life to it 
in Christ, and under His guidance and direction within the Orthodox 
Tradition. Such a commitment is in many respects analogous to a mar- 
riage commitment. The possibility of such commitment (again after 
prayerful discernment) is open to those who, having lived for an ex- 
tended time as independent associates and having entered from that 
basis into a deeply shared life with the Community, seek it. Such 

a commitment requires a renunciation of the right or attachment to 
personal property, the submission of one's will to the Community and 
the greater Church, a dedicated and chaste life, and a commitment to 
stability...the recognition and declaration that ‘the search has end- 
ed' and that life henceforth is to be in this place and Community, 
unless there is some clear, persistent, and communally discerned 
mandate from the Holy Spirit to do otherwise. 


AGAPE COMMUNITY PARISH 


Agape does not live as an island unto itself. ‘The settlement nearby 
of brothers anu sisters in the Faith (even though somewhat difficult) 
who may not desire to live on Comunity land is encouraged, that we 
may share our worship. The fulness of the external ministry is a 
constant unfolding, so we only know what is now active or hinted at. 
Visiting the sick and imprisoned consumes considerable time and en- 
ergy. The work of maintaining contact with those of our 'family' who 
live elsewhere is considerable---and a source of joy. There seems to 
be a constant demand for witness elsewhere---meetings with groups of 


the faithful, evenings and sometimes whole days spent in intensive 
sharing. Agape is also open to serving as a place of respite and 
growth for individuals with specific problems (drug-dependencies, 
ex-prisoners, mental handicaps, fanily & environmental problems. 
and has already so served in a number of instances. 


THE ST. JOHN OF KRONSTADT PRESS 


After several years of erratic publication of a ‘Newsletter' which 
grew from a simple chronicle of life and happenings at the Community 
to a more ambitious attempt to convey something of the richness and 
depth of Orthodox Christianity in a language and form readily con- 
prehended by Americans of this age, the St. John of Kronstadt Press 
came into being in the winter of 1978/9. Dedicated to the teaching 
of the Faith, it publishes bimonthly LIVING ORTHODOXY as well as oc- 
casional booklets and pamphlets. It is anticipated that the Press 
will be a major vehicle of the Community's response to the needs of 
the world around it. 
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THE CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION 


Under construction as this booklet goes to press, the Church of the 
Annunciation is situated in the heart of the hollow which is the 
living area of the Community. It is to be a simple log church with 
a packed-earth floor, similar in style to the old Russian peasant 
churches, Insofar as practical, a maximum of hand-labor and native 
materials and a minimum of machines and purchased materials will be 
used in its construction. It is our hope that in time it may be 
richly (even though simply) adorned, both materially and spiritually, 
@ living testimony to the richness of the Faith in this place. 


‘A POSTSCRIPT CONCERNING DIET. 
since this is a matter of great concern to some. The Community's 
diet (and hence also that of any who may take meals in common with 
us) is regulated by the Church's feast/fast guidance, by health con- 
siderations, and by our material circumstances. To all intents and 
purposes (with rare festival exceptions) no meat is eaten, Fish is 
occasionally seen for a festival or when given to us. Few ‘conve 
nience' foods are purchased...only for special needs. The bulk of 
the diet consists of whole grains, beans, fresh fruits and végetab- 
les in season (and more rarely as purchased items out of season), and 
of canned produce from the farm. Eggs (produced here) and dairy pro- 
ducts (as available) are used as permitted by the feast/fast rules. 


SERVICE SCHEDULE AT AGAPE 


ORDINARY SUNDAY SERVICES PASCHA (21/22 April) 
Vespers, Penance & Absolution The Paschal Liturgy begins at sun- 
SAT. 5:00PM down on Saturday with Véspers and 
Liturgy of Preparation 7:45AM the Liturgy of St. Basil. Vigil 
Matins, Lauds 6 Liturgy 8:00AM continues throughout the night 
Vespers 5:00PM with Compline, the reasing of the 


Acts of the Apostles, Nocturnes, 
psalms and prophecies, and Matins 
HOLY WEEK (16-21 April) and Lauds. It concludes just a- 
See last issue or call for ser- bout dawn with the Paschal Liturgy 
vice times (615/536-5233), of St. John Chrysostom. Paschal 
Vespers Sunday evening’ at 5:00PM. 
WEEKDAY FESTIVAL SERVICES BRIGHT WEEK (23-28 April) 
Vespers & Lete on the Eve 5:00PM Daily: 
Liturgy of Preparation 6:45AM Liturgy of Preparation 
Matins, Lauds & Liturgy 7:00AM Matins, Lauds 6 Liturgy 7:00AM 
Vespers 5:00PM Vespers 5:00PM 


THERE WILL BE NO SERVICES AT AGAPE AT PENTECOST...the jurisdictional 
synod of priests and bishops will be meeting in Philadelphia. 


THE FARM REPORT 


The quiet of winter has given way to the feverish activity of sprin, 
‘The beginnings of an orchard have been planted...ten trees of various 
varieties...ten back-breaking holes in our clay/rock mixture which in- 
comprehensibly nourishes and grows most anything. Five more and a 
few blackberry vines arrived today. The beginning of a vineyard has 
been set alongside the Church of the Annunciation---eventually to 
cover an arbor/grotto, Early plantings have been made in hand-turned 
soil, and those which have survived the depradations of the flock of 
winter-starved chickens (for a while they spurned grain entirely) are 
doing nicely. Much fork-and-spade work in the offing for the second 
round, Water continues to pour down upon Agape every few days, often 
frustrating the best-laid of plans...but building up a nice reserve 
for the summer to come, Molly, our black mare, is due to foal in Au- 
gust. Another failure with Tabor..,against all reason we may try yet 
again, The bees seem to be in good shape, and we hope for a good 
harvest of the liquid gold this year...as well as wax for candles, 
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(NOTES ALONG THE WAY, continued from p. 6) 
it to be for me’, or you could (b) fall into a sort of quietism/agnos- 
ticism/know-nothingism which would leave you adrift in the morass of 
your own (and others') prejudices, opinions, partial solutions, ete 
Either of these possibilities would be equally dishonest, inadequate 
and undesirable, Either would be a failure to confront the Truth, to 
confront yourself and your oun reality---an escapism which, on its own 
merits, could be nothing but damning. 

'HOW' IS SOMETIMES MORE IMPORTANT THAN 'WHAT* 

To seize the problem at this more cosmic level is, it seems to me, 
imperative--~for the maymer in which you deal with it at this point 
will have vast and sweeping implications for the manner in which you 
approach all the subsidiary questions (of which the 'which Church 
question is only one), and therefore also for the outcome of those 
questions. (I speak here not only out of theory but equally out of 
my own history and experience.) 

This promises to be a long letter. Please don't draw the conclu~ 
sion that you only get long letters from me (I don't know how that 
could be regarded as a good thing anyhow!) by having Faith-crises 
I'll take the moment anyhow to assure you once again of our love and 
our desire to stay with you in this whole thing. There is a way 
through it, but as I think I said in another context long ago, the on- 
ly way through is through. It seens to me that the Lord in His Prov: 
dence and Wisdom has returned you to the critical passageway you stood 
before several years ago. He's giving you another opportunity to go 
through it, with no shortcuts, detours, bypasses, heads-in-the-sand, 
etc. Painful and unpleasant as it might be, I see it for you as a 
glorious and golden opportunity--~to pass from mere acceptance to true 
Faith, from childishness to maturity. Glory be to God: 

At the risk of repetitiveness, let me back up a bit to something 
very much on my mind. I said that it was the manmer of answering the 
fundamental question---what's so special about Christianity---which 
was most crucial. There ave numerous ways in which you might get a- 
round that question, none of which would be very helpful in any of the 
subsidiary questions-~-and some of which would almost certainly lead 
to a wrongful procedure in examining them, if not to a ‘wrong answer’ 
But if you really cone to grips with that basic problem, then I sus- 
pect strongly that all the rest will pretty much fall into place- 
for in so doing, you will of necessity have made some crucial methodo- 
logical commitments bearing on the nature of Scripture, the nature of 
‘the Church, the nature of Christ Hinself. My temptation is either to 


dunt 


leap from this point to the subsidiary questions (for this most cru- 
cial one is also perhaps the most difficult to talk about) or simply 
to drop the matter at this point. Neither would be good. I would 
strongly suggest that you, so much as is possible, simply lay aside 
(for the time) all those lesser questions, and devote all your ener- 
gy and prayer to 'why Christ?" 


"There are many pathe that Lead to the summit of one and the same 
mountain; their differences will be more apparent the Lover down ve 
are, but they vanish at the peakj each will naturally take the one 
that etarta from the point at which he finds himself; he who goes 
round about the mountain looking for another ts not climbing. Never 
let ue approach another believer to ask him to become 'one of us"; 
but approach hin with respect as one who ts already ‘one of itis’, 
uho ig, and from whose invariable beauty all contingent being depend 
---Ananda. Coomarasuary 


Let me say (perhaps once more) as clearly as possible that out of 
my own history I have a profound synpathetic understanding for that 
internal motivation which wants to affirm as OK and true as much as 
possible, But it's a lopg way from saying that ‘they’ (Buddhists, 
Moslems, whatever) can't be all wrong (they certainly aren't) to 
saying that they are 'right' or ‘OK’, Also, it's a long way from 
affirming that God can bring people to Salvation in an infinity 
of ways (He certainly can and almost certainly does) to deducing 
from that that T am free to choose any of several possible cours 
or even to affirming that any of several possible courses are 'OK' 
The deduction doesn't follow. It is certainly probable that God pro- 
vides for those who have never heard the Gospel (the prinary thrust, 
it would seem, of the rather detailed Orthodox understanding of the 
Descent into Hades). It seems sensible to understand this as apply- 
ing also to those who, regardless of absolute chronology, could not 
be freed by voluntary assent to a Gospel they never heard. It is 
even probable that He may do so for those who, being subject to va- 
rious perversions of the Gospel, never real7y heard the Gospel-~~ 
though here we are on shakier ground, as it becomes difficult to as- 
certain the 'fault'---is the problem with the perverse purveyors of 
the Gospel, or with the culpable ignorance of the individual who ne- 
ver bothered to find cut what the Gospel really was, in spite of the 
limitations under which he labored? All this is a somewhat elabo- 
rate way of rephrasing St. Augustine's dictum: 'It is possible to be 
saved outside the Church, but not against the Church...' To remain 
op put oneself outside, having once apprehended (even if only dimly 
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what is the Church/Body of Christ/living Gospel, is ipso facto to be 
against her. 

To return to the main issue at hand---I would agree with you that 
Ananda's remark is ‘beautiful’, but at the same time would have to 
vigorously affirm that it is a lesser truth than is Our Lord's asser- 
tion that 'I am the Truth..." As such, it can have value and appli- 
cability only until it confronts that higher Truth. In other words, 
it has value and meaning for someone who has never yet encountered 
the higher Truth---and ¢f he has completely and authentically lived 
in that lesser truth, then at the moment that he does encounter the 
higher Truth (whether this occur before or after 'death'), his recog- 
nition of the higher Truth will be all but instantaneous. ‘Other 
paths’ followed with absolute integrity will sooner or later encounter 
that One Way (but can only be so followed by those who have never yet 
encountered Him), and be instantly subsumed into it. Forgive the in- 
sistence, but such statements, beautiful as they might be from the 
mouths of authentic pagans (I don't intend any pejorative sense), be- 
come of necessity perverse, inauthentic and heretical (and I do mean 
to be pejorative/'very strong') when uttered by Christians---who, if 
they persist in them, deny the very essence of the Faith. 

My inclination is to close at this point---for 1 don’t want to say 
anything which detracts from the principal message of this letter, 
which is (again!) that the firet thing you've got to decide is whether 
you're really committed to being a Christian (and why), and that at 
this point in your life this must be done in a clear, unequivocal, 
rational/heart/faith-all-working-together fashion; that this decision 
must be made in such a clear-sighted manner that you know why and how 
you make it; and that all other questions of necessity depend on the 
exact nature of your answer to that fundamental question. 

I can imagine the possibility that you may respond to all this 
with a 'who me?! and a "there is no ‘basic issue’ problem". I could 
understand that response, but I think if you look closely and honestly 
at yourself you will see otherwise. As I said earlier, my basic at- 
titude is very hopeful and optimistic---that you will come to grips 
with the basic Faith-issue and come forth from it with a truly New 
Life, So for the time being, let's drop all the ‘which Church' stuff, 
and who!s-been-and-being-more-uncharitable-to-whom, etc. Let's roll 
back the discussion strictly to why Christ Jesus? and Do I really com- 
mit myself entirely and wholeheartedly to Him? and who is He? I feel 
confident that if we can answer these questions fully and authentically, 
then we'll have much less trouble with the others---and that all of us 
will come through the experience much more deeply His. 
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(LETTERS, from p. 8) 
abandoning the allegory underlying the Hebrew writings. I think that 
the RSV is quite accurate, at least not less than the others, and can- 
not be classified as ‘prejudiced against the original texts. Sin- 
cerely in Christ, Blessing... 

Bishop Emmanuel Silo 
Hudson, MA 
I haven't seen the reconmenied edition of the RSV (and look forvard 
to it), but did have some problems with the RSV text I used alongeide 
the Hebrew in seminary daye..,it sometimes seemed to wander quite far, 


Just a note concerning LIVING ORTHODOXY. First off, your free plugs 
are both quite unexpected and appreciated. Yes, we do try to both 
stock and print only strictly Orthodox material. It is better to 
Pass up some potential sales, than run the risk of putting something 
of doubtful quality in somebody's hands. Never can tell what you 
might be called to answer for sone day. The content of your first 
issue was quite good. A genuine spiritual tone. Quite a bit diffe- 
rent from some that seem to concentrate on pictures of the parish 
bowling teams or condemning anyone and everyone. It has a sound ap- 
proach... About the only negative note about LO is the black line 
in the center of the page-... Aside from that, don't worry about 
technical perfection, that cones with time. What is more important 
is that you are getting good, sound material printed. Playboy is 
technically far better than LO, but then again how many will Playboy 
help get to heaven? Don't keep knocking yourself down. It's a habit 
I find myself in too frequently too. it is usually counterproduc~ 
tive, There is always someone quite willing to knock you down with~ 
out even being asked to do so... 


Vladimir Anderson 
Eastern Orthodox Books 
P.O. Box 302 
Willits, CA 95490 
The addvese again in case any may have not yet asked for a catalog 
seett!e quite good. Thanke for the encouragement and advice...as 
well as offere to helpt 


I really appreciated 'Rags to Riches' and 1 feel I can put away my 
nistrust---knowing very well that it is true---nobody can trust any- 
body---not even ourselves. That article about the Fathers from 
ORTHODOX WORD: Maybe you could write an article about charismatics 
since this is the first time I ever ran across charismatics being 
lumped with Hindu yogins, occultists and false miracles... (Our 
(cont'd. next page) 
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priest) talked about the saints who self-inflict themselves---hair 
shirts, etc., and he said we must not punish ourselves. Even in 
fasting, we must not cause the Temple of the Holy Spirit to feel 
faint, or get a headache or anything. So, St, Antony wore a hair- 
shirt and never washed himself, What are we supposed to learn from 
‘these examples the Saints continually set us? Many of then fasted 
to extreme. Also, what about seeking martyrdom? Was that a holy 
thing St, Antony did---standing out there asking for it? where is 
the line between that and the self-infliction that the young man in 
Washington (Mitch Snyder, Vol, I #1) is into?.... 

Mary Zitterich 

Huntington, AR 
Two serious questions here don't admit of brief responses: (1) con- 
corning the chartematte movement and related questions, ORTHODOXY AND 
THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE (St. Herman's, Platina, CA 96076, $2.00) 
te euggested...strongly etated and not Likely to win any friends 
amonget charienatios...muioh food for thought for those seriously ques- 
tioning the charismatic movement, eouneniam, and the ‘Eastern reli- 
gions’ erase; (2) concerning asceticiam, see also Bishop Janes’ letter 
and look for a magor article in the next issue. 


SPACE FOR SALE...AN INVITA’ 


‘The Conmunity would like to sell to appropriate neighbors part or all 
of a semi-detached section of its land, adjoining the Cave Spring 
(which, with a few acres around it, will be retained as the baptistry 
and a site for an eventual shrine). Available are numerous conbine~ 
tions of (a) approx, 60 acres of hill-land, some in old tinber, sone 
with 14,000 or so 2-yr. pine seedlings, some still in open pasture 
and/or grain land; (b) approx, 2-1/2 acres of bottomland; (c) a fine 
& its site, together with a log smokehouse (picture on pp. 
(a) a large barn, carriage shed 6 site, House and barn are 
located adjacent to spring & cave; the hill land lies in the hollow 
behind then. The new Church of the Annunciation will be a mile walk 
or slightly longer drive, Electricity, phone, mail service & school 
bus are available. County road 125 yds, from house. 5 miles to town 
(Liberty, pop. 400), 17 to county seat (Smithville, pop. 10,000), 65 
to Nashville, 1978 taxes $40, Minimum sale about $17,000 (could be 
more than one buyer), the whole package $28,000 this spring...interest 
Payments continue to mount. 
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(FEAST OF FEASTS, cont'd.) 

Feast, and for friends red-dyed eggs. The egg as we know symbolizes 
the renovated life received through the Blood of Christ our Savior. 

Paschal hymns are sung throughout the forty days until the Feast 
of the Ascension. The first Sunday after Easter is called the Sun- 
day of the Apostle Thonas- During this week also Radonitsy takes 
place which is calied joyful, because on this day the commemoration 
Of the dead takes place beginning with the joyful tidings of the Re 
surrection 

So to those who also celebrate His Resurrection from the dead ac 
cording to the ancient reckoning, let us wish a Blessed Easter and 
with the blessed ange cry out ‘Rejoice Inmaculate Virgin,’ rejoice 
and again I say rejoice, for Thy Son Hath Risen. CHRIST IS RISEN! 
HE IS TRULY RISEN! 


---Deacon William B, Kuretich 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 

LIVING ORTHODOXY is dedicated to upholding and conveying in the 
midst of contemporary American society the living tradition of Ortho~ 
dox Christianity---the Faith of the Apostles and Fathers, Published 
bimonthly, it is especially oriented to those of Western materialist/ 
rationalist background who seek a deeper life in the Faith---converts, 
seeker, listeners, Hopefully, it will also be of value to those with 
deep roots in Orthedoxy, The original material comes for the most 
part from converts still growing in the Faith, and will inevitably 
have an in-process character---the sharing of our growth and insights, 
our missteps and redirection: 

Correction wherever needed is welcomed from those of greater ma- 
turity in the Faith, Requests for clarification and questions con- 
cerning the Faith will be gladly received, for response either by 1 
ter or by further material in the magazine. Signed letters (name 
withheld on request), brief and to the point, will be printed as space 
allows; the right to edit as necessary is retained. 

Tt is our intent to distinguish clearly between (a) reprints of the 
writings of the Fathers and of other Orthodox sources, (b) original 
material intended to convey the universal teachings of the Church, and 
(c) material of a more personal character, reflecting the insights and 
understandings of the individual writers. Suitable articles fron our 
readers are always welcomed: 

LIVING ORTHODOXY is not copyrighted, In most cases, permission to 
reproduce will be freely granted---but please ask- 

In most issues the center sheet will be devoted to ‘Agape Conmunity 
Notes’, a means of keeping the many friends of the Comunity fron 
which the magazine arises in touch with its life. 

Tt is our hope and prayer above LIVING ORTHODOXY and 
all the work of the St, John of Kronstadt Press may serve the cause of 
the di 
delivered to the Saints, We solicit your prayers, support, and con- 
structive comment, 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Individual subscriptions: $5/yr., $9/2 yr., $12.50/3 yr. Additional 
gift subscriptions: $4/yr. Group rates (copies to single or multiple 
addresses) yearly: Five or more, $4 each; 10 or more $3.50 each. Sub- 
scriptions free or reduced to those unable to afford regular rates. 
Subscriptions and correspondence should be addressed to: LIVING ORTHO- 
DOXY, St. John of Kronstadt Press, Rt. #1 Box 171, Liberty, IN 37095. 
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Wow that we have seen the Rasurrec- 
tion of Christ, let us adore the all- 
holy Lord Jesus, the only Sinless 


faithful, cone: let us adore the ho- 
ly Resurrection of Christ, for be- 
hold! through the Cross joy has cone 
to the world! Let us always bless 
the Lord, let us sing His Resurrec- 
tion, for by enduring for us the 
pain of the Cross, He has crushed 
death by his death, 

=--from the Paschal canon 


CHRIST IS RISEN! HE 18 TRULY RISEN! 
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